LOGISTICS FOR FIRST FIELD TRIP
· Meet on the east side of Grossmont College, in the parking lot next to Campus

Security (same place for all trips) on Saturday morning, March 2.  Vans leave at

6:30a.m. - sharp and yes, we will leave without you!  Plan on arriving at least 30
minutes early to get checked in.

(
Bring your completed homework to be turned-in Saturday morning.

(
Bring all other course material and your three-ring binder. (A clipboard is fine.) Bring pen and pencils, including several different colored highlighters or pencils.

· Saturday lunch:  A brown-bag lunch must be brought along.  Before lunch we will stop at a small store where drinks can be purchased.

· Expect to walk about a half-mile each day. Most of the walking will be done in desert canyons where the footing varies from hard-packed soil, to soft sand, to boulders. Hiking boots are recommended but tennis shoes are fine. It may be hot and sunny so consider bringing shorts, sunglasses, sunscreen and a hat.

(
Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast:  Your trip fees buy dinner and a continental breakfast at the campground.

(
We will stay at the Mecca Beach campground, which is on the northeast shore of the Salton Sea. It has water, picnic tables, fire pits, restrooms and showers, but unless it is midday, expect the solar heated water to be cold.  In March, overnight air temperature can drop into the 30's. Trains pass the campsite hourly, so you might want to bring earplugs to get a good night’s sleep.
(
Bring a sleeping bag and ground cloth and/or sleeping Pad (Insolight, Thermarest etc.)  A small tent may be necessary if rain is forecast.  Cargo space is limited, so do not bring large, cabin-style tents or frame-type backpacks.

(
Sunday lunch:  We will spend “Midday at the Oasis” - an upscale date-shake joint between Mecca and Thermal.  It features a simple food menu (burgers, fries, sandwiches), but a phenomenal assortment of date delicacies and a nice grassy picnic area.  Brown-bag or grab some corporate fast food at the AM/PM/Del Taco/Subway where we stop for gas immediately before the Oasis.
· For last minute field trip notices and other course information see: http://www.grossmont.edu/people/gary-jacobson/geology-150.aspx
